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TRAVELING LIBRARIES FOR MINISTERS 

The American Institute of Sacred Literature has done pioneer 
work in many directions and at frequent intervals during the twenty-five 
years of its existence. Its outline courses led the way to the production 
of many valuable courses of Bible-study for adults. It has indirectly 
had much to do with the agitation which has resulted in graded Sunday- 
school lesson material. It has by valuable reading courses directed the 
attention of ministers to many important subjects, and has stirred the 
whole country at times with its appeals for a special Bible-Study Sunday. 

It may be that history will show that its greatest service has been 
just this characteristic of starting a scheme which can be adopted by other 
organizations and institutions and so become a factor in the work of 
religious education. The latest plan which has emanated from the head- 
quarters of the Institute is one for the circulation of traveling libraries. 
At present these libraries are wholly professional and intended for 
ministers. Although the ability of the Institute to purchase books for 
the libraries is extremely limited, all libraries purchased during the- past 
year were circulated, some of them two or three times, each reader being 
permitted to keep a library for four months. The libraries have been 
circulated in Illinois, Wisconsin, Ohio, Missouri, Connecticut, Nevada, 
Massachusetts, Iowa, Colorado, Kansas, and several provinces of 
Canada. 

A very interesting extension of the plan has been arranged for the 
benefit of missionaries in China. About thirty sets of the books upon 
one of the most popular courses, aggregating 360 volumes, will be shipped 
to China in time to reach a popular summer meeting-place of the mission- 
aries. The libraries will there be distributed. Thirty mission stations 
will be supplied each with a library of most inspiring and scholarly 
volumes, all bearing upon the same general theme, and sufficient in 
number to provide all the solid reading which a missionary will wish to 
have during a year — for in China the period of holding the library will 
be one year instead of four months, as in this country. 

Many readers of the Biblical World will realize that a mission station 
in China is scarcely more remote from centers of culture and good library 
facilities than some of the small charges in remote sections of our own 
country. Not necessarily spiritual starvation, but the starvation which 
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comes from total lack of intellectual stimulus either from new books 
or from contact with groups of cultured people, is a common condition 
under which the men who go out from some of our best theological sem- 
inaries labor for considerable periods. The change from the riches of a 
well-equipped theological seminary library upon which a student pre- 
paring for the ministry has learned to depend, to the utter lack of books 
and tools for his work makes the early years of a young man's ministry 
extremely difficult, and oftentimes painfully fruitless. 

It is not alone the young man just out of the seminary who suffers 
from lack of professional books, but that larger group of men who in 
humble fields have found opportunity for service which appeals to them 
too strongly to permit them to exchange the opportunity, for a work 
which to the ordinary observer would seem more promising. To men 
of these classes the libraries furnished by the Institute bring inspira- 
tion and encouragement far in excess of the investment which secures 
their use. 

In addition to the books, each library is accompanied by reviews of 
the volumes, prepared with special reference to making the reading as 
valuable as possible. Many clubs of ministers in the country might 
give themselves a year of great profit by meeting together for the dis- 
cussion of the books in one or more of these libraries. 

We suggest that those who read this article put themselves into 
touch as soon as possible with the office of the Institute, which is a divi- 
sion of the University of Chicago, and make arrangements to secure one 
of the libraries either during the summer or in the autumn. The sub- 
jects upon which libraries have been provided during the past year are 
interesting and valuable. They are as follows: The Psychology of 
Religion and Its Bearing upon Religious Education ; World Evangeliza- 
tion, Its Progress and Problems; Recent Phases of Theological Thought; 
Constructive Theories of Modern Scholarship concerning the Bible, the 
Church, and Religion; The Character of Jesus in the Light of Modern 
Scholarship. 



